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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

In November 1854, a committee from Ebenezer searching f o r  a p lace  t o  remove 
the  Society, f o r  cheaper land and g rea te r  i s o l a t i o n ,  was most favorably 
impressed with a t r a c t  along t h e  Iowa River about 20 miles west of  Iowa City 
and 18 miles southwest of  Cedar Rapids. Another committee returned t o  Iowa 
and bought 18,000 acres of t h i s  land i n  a continuous t r a c t .  Then the  Society 
began a gradual t e n  year long removal t o  Iowa, during which a l l  t h e  Ebenezer 
holdings were l iquidated  without loss ,  and the  Iowa holdings were increased t o  
26,000 acres-- the s i z e  t h e  colony has re ta ined t o  date.  

Amana was t h e  first v i l l a g e  t o  be erected,  i n  1855. Then followed West Amana, 
South Amana, High Amana, East Amana, then Middle Amana. In 1861 Homestead was 
purchased t o  provide access t o  t r a i n  se rv ice  f o r  t h e  community, bringing the  
colony's land t o  i t s  present  s i ze .  The v i l l a g e s ,  each near ly  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ,  
were sca t t e red  throughout the  t e r r i t o r y ,  severa l  miles from each other ,  t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  farming throughout t h e  large  area.  

This va l l ey  of t h e  Iowa River was soon cu l t iva ted  i n t o  acres of corn, grazing 
pastures and meadows, vineyards, f i e l d s  of  gra in ,  with much o f  t h e  area  i n  
timbered h i l l s ,  and so  the  va l l ey  remains today. Along t h e  va l l ey  bottom is a 
s i x  mile long canal dug by men and oxen i n  1861 t o  power the  woolen and f l o u r  
m i l l s .  Cora lv i l l e  Dam j u s t  e a s t  of t h e  colonies was b u i l t  i n  1958 and created  
Cora lv i l l e  Lake, which occupies land i n  t h e  southeast  sec t ion  of  t h e  Amana 
Colonies and presents  flooding problems f o r  the  f i e l d s  south of Middle Amana 
and Arnana, and threatens  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s ,  e spec ia l ly  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of 
Amana. 

Members of t h e  Society, who were a l l  of German, Swiss and Alsat ian ancestry,  
b u i l t  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  Iowa i n  a s t y l e  probably determined both by the  
a rch i t ec tu re  of t h e i r  homeland and t h e i r  r e l ig ious  b e l i e f  i n  s impl ic i ty  i n  
material  a f f a i r s .  Many s t ruc tu res  were b u i l t  during the  set t lement period 
1850-1880 and most of  these  have continued i n  use through t o  the  present  day, 
s ince  t h e  soc ie ty  membership has remained r e l a t i v e l y  constant,  a t  about 1,750, 
f o r  t h e  pas t  130 years, and t h e  members are  a n a t u r a l l y  conserving people, with 
s t rong t i e s  t o  family and community, and they continue t o  use t h e  s t ruc tu res  
as houses, churches and s t o r e s  from generation t o  generation. 

The older  Amana s t r u c t u r e s  a re  e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i e d  and comprise t h e  cen t ra l  a rea  
o f  a l l  t h e  v i l l ages ,  by f a r  outnumbering any twentieth century buildings.  
They a r e  very s imi la r  i n  s ty le- - large ,  a t  l e a s t  two-stories i n  height ,  s turdy,  
rectangular ,  gable-roofed buildings of b r i ck ,  l o c a l l y  quarried brownish sand- 
stone, o r  unpainted clapboard. There is  l i t t l e  decorat ive d e t a i l  except f o r  
wooden hoods o r  porches protec t ing the  doorways, and simple br ick  hoodmoulds 
and s i l l s  on t h e  windows, and wooden t r i m  which i s  painted white. Most of t h e  
buildings have re ta ined t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  d e t a i l s ,  including unusual o ld  hardware 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Amana Society was by f a r  t h e  most successful  o f  the  severa l  utopian com- 
munities founded i n  t h e  United S ta tes  during the  19th century. I t  was a l so  
the  longest l ived;  i n  f a c t ,  it s t i l l  e x i s t s  today, although i n  modified form. 

The Society was an outgrowth of a p i e t i s t i c  movement begun i n  Germany i n  1714 
by a group which withdrew from t h e  Lutheran Church and formed "The Community 
of True Insp i ra t ion  . I 1  Persecuted as a r e l ig ious  minority, 800 of these  
p i e t i s t s ,  l ed  by Chr is t ian  Metz, emigrated from Germany t o  the  United S ta tes  
between 1843 and 1846 and es tabl ished s i x  small v i l l a g e s  near  Buffalo, New 
York, with two i n  Canada, and ca l l ed  t h e i r  community the  Ebenezer Society. 
Although i t  was not p a r t  of t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  r e l ig ious  doct r ine ,  t h e  members 
agreed t o  s e t  up as a communitarian soc ie ty  as a means o f  unifying i n  the  new 
land. The f i r s t  cons t i tu t ion  of t h e  Ebenezer Society provided t h a t  a l l  pro- 
pe r ty  with t h e  exception o f  c lo th ing and household goods should be held i n  
common, a f a i r  p rac t i ce  s ince  the  wealthier  members had paid t o  move the  
community t o  America, buy land and bu i ld  t h e  Ebenezer v i l l ages .  

By 1854 t h e  growing population of Buffalo threatened the  t r a n q u i l l i t y  of  the  
se t t lement ,  and t h e  group began i t s  migration t o  Iowa. Amana (meaning 
remaining t r u e ) ,  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  t o  be es tabl ished was s e t t l e d  i n  1855. 
During t h e  next seven years Middle Amana, High Amana, West Amana, South Amana 
and East Amana were founded and t h e  town of Homestead was purchased so  as t o  
acquire d i r e c t  access t o  a r a i l road .  

In 1859 t h e  Community of True Inspi ra t ion  was incorporated under the  laws of 
Iowa as the  Amana Society, a s  a r e l ig ious  and benevolent socie ty ,  and adopted 
a new cons t i tu t ion  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of the  Ebenezer Society. The declared pur- 
pose of t h e  soc ie ty  was, as  it had been s ince  the  eighteenth century beginnings, 
t o  serve God "according t o  H i s  law and H i s  requirements i n  our own consciences, 
and thus t o  work out t h e  the  sa lva t ion  of our souls ,  through the  redeeming grace 
of Jesus Chr is t ,  i n  se l f -den ia l ,  i n  t h e  obedience t o  our f a i t h  and i n  the  
demonstration of our f a i th fu lness  i n  the  inward and outward service  of t h e  
Community ..." 
Control and management of the  Amana Society was vested i n  a Board of Trustees,  
an e l e c t i v e  body of 13 e lde r s .  The Board was t h e  high court of  appeals f o r  a l l  
disputes and complaints. The members of t h e  Board made up t h e  Great Council of 
t h e  Brethren, which was t h e  high governing au thor i ty  i n  s p i r i t u a l  affairs--corn- 
bining r e l i g i o u s  and temporal control .  Each separa te  v i l l a g e  was governed by a 
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and l a t ches  on t h e  doors. A number o f  t h e  o ld  bui ld ings  have been covered 
with s i d i n g  during t h i s  century o r  had add i t ions  constructed,  but  t hese  could 
probably b e  removed i n  most cases,  with l i t t l e  damage t o  t h e  p l a i n  o r i g i n a l  
facades. Most of  t h e  houses maintain t h e i r  own gardens and many have wooden 
t r e l l i s e s  a t tached  along t h e  wal l s  o f  t h e  house f o r  vegetables  t o  climb. 

Each o f  t h e  seven v i l l a g e s  a r e  nea r ly  i d e n t i c a l  i n  organiza t ion ,  and contain 
t h e  same b a s i c  elements. The church, always of t h e  same rec t angu la r  design,  
o f  two d e f i n i t e  s ec t ions ,  and o f  sandstone o r  b r i c k ,  i s  loca ted  i n  t h e  cen te r  
o f  t h e  v i l l age - -usua l ly  i n  t h e  very cen te r  o f  a block. The i n t e r i o r  i s  one 
extremely p l a i n  l a r g e  room, with white  wal l s ,  unpainted wooden benches, where 
t h e  women i n  black caps and shawls s i t  on one s i d e ,  men on t h e  o t h e r  during 
t h e  se rv ices ,  which a r e  conducted by a male member of t h e  community, s t i l l  
predominantly i n  German. 

The community k i tchens  a r e  probably t h e  l a r g e s t  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  and 
t h e r e  were seve ra l  k i tchens  i n  each. The i n t e r i o r s  were calcimined an unusually 
deep b lue  and t h e  l a r g e  rooms accommodated between 30 and 50 people. The 
bakery, with deep b r i ck  ovens was o f t en  loca ted  next  door, and t h e  blacksmith 
shop was nearby, as  was t h e  community general  s t o r e ,  t h e  wash house and t h e  
school .  Many of  these  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  now used as  homes, o r ,  i n  a few cases,  
museums, and seve ra l  of  t h e  baker ies  s t i l l  opera te ,  while  t h e  general  s t o r e s  
a r e  a major t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n .  

A t  t h e  edge o f  t h e  village--which is  only seve ra l  s t r e e t s  i n  s i z e ,  i s  a c l u s t e r  
of  farm bui ld ings- -severa l  l a r g e  barns with many sheds and fenced yards f o r  t h e  
animals. A l l  t h e  bui ld ings  a r e  frame, clapboarded and sh ingled  and pa in ted  
white ,  with some simple decora t ive  d e t a i l s  on t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  and huge hand-hewn 
beams i n s i d e .  These a r e  used today f o r  s to rage  and t o  house some animals, and 
a r e  o f t e n  f u l l  o f  o l d  wooden equipment. Most of  t h e  modern barns and farm 
equipment a r e  loca ted  f a r  ou t s ide  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  nea r  t h e  f i e l d s .  

J u s t  ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e  on another  s i d e  is  t h e  v i l l a g e  cemetery, p ro tec t ed  by 
towering p ines ,  where members a r e  bur ied  i n  o rde r  of death,  i n  l i t t l e  rows, 
and t h e i r  graves a r e  a l l  i d e n t i f i e d  with t h e  same small  white s tone  markers. 

While most t h e  v i l l a g e s  a r e  made up of t h e  b i g  r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  
be fo re  1900, t h e r e  has  been a considerable amount o f  bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  p a s t  two 
decades, i n  t h e  form o f  houses, pub l i c  schools ,  community f a c i l i t i e s ,  and 
addi t ions  t o  t h e  o l d e r  bui ld ings ,  by both t h e  Amana Socie ty  and ou t s ide  
commercial i n t e r e s t s .  Unfortunately much o f  t h i s  have been done i n  s t y l e s  and 
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mater ia ls  not  a t  a l l  complementary t o  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  Amana buildings.  
Fortunately, however, much of the  recent  bui ld ing has been f a i r l y  r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  c e r t a i n  areas and has not been within t h e  cen t ra l  r e s i d e n t i a l  areas of  
t h e  v i l l ages .  In  t h e  pas t  t h e  community has not been consciously preserva- 
t i o n i s t ,  but  because of t h e i r  s t rong attachment t o  t h e i r  community and t h e i r  
sense of p r ide  i n  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n s  and t h e i r  products they have careful ly  
maintained t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  and p rac t i ces  which espec ia l ly  d is t inguish  t h e i r  
Amana her i tage .  (Recently, however, The Amana Society has become increasingly 
aware of t h e  need t o  e s t a b l i s h  zoning t o  p ro tec t  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  areas and t o  
provide guidelines f o r  fu tu re  modern development.) 
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board o f  from seven t o  nineteen e lders ,  including the  res ident  t r u s t e e s .  
Each board supervised t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  work done i n  i t s  v i l l a g e ,  i n  accordance 
with the  resolut ions  of  t h e  Great Council and Board of Trustees. 

Although most of  t h e  property was held i n  common by t h e  socie ty ,  each family 
was assigned t o  permanent l i v i n g  quar ters ,  where they could keep such personal 
property as they were permitted t o  acquire with small allowances from the  
general  funds. There were no p r iva te  dining rooms o r  k i tches .  A l l  meals were 
prepared and served i n  l a rge  community kitchen-house, with from 30 t o  50 
people of t h e  same neighborhood ea t ing  together.  A l l  t he  men and women worked 
f o r  t h e  soc ie ty  e i t h e r  i n  farming o r  i n  t h e  small indus t r i e s ,  while small 
children were cared f o r  i n  kindergartens and o lde r  children attended school. 
Religious se rv ices  were perhaps t h e  most important a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  community 
and t h e r e  were usual ly  11 services  during t h e  week. 

The main idea  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  and agr icu l tu ra l  en te rp r i ses  of  the  o ld  Amana 
Society was t o  produce enough t o  supply t h e  needs of t h e  community, with perhaps 
a small reserve.  By 1932 t h e  community rea l ized,  e spec ia l ly  with increasing 
and necessary contact with t h e  modern world outs ide  t h e i r  community, t h e  need 
f o r  reorganizat ion and new goals f o r  t h e  socie ty .  The new arrangement separated 
r e l i g i o u s  and temporal a f f a i r s ,  although the  o ld  leadership i n  s p i r i t u a l  matters 
was retained.  Community kitchens, bakeries and wash houses and the  s u b s t i t u t i o n  
o f  family homes was abandoned and a new Amana Society was formed with t h e  
fea tu res  of a j o i n t  s tock company, organized f o r  p r o f i t .  Each member received 
non-transferable stock e n t i t l i n g  him t o  one vote i n  t h e  corporation, as  well  as 
addi t ional  shares i n  proportion t o  h i s  years of service  t o  the  community, and 
he and h i s  dependents l i v i n g  i n  t h e  colonies were t o  receive f r e e  medical and 
dental  care  and b u r i a l  a t  t h e  expense of t h e  socie ty .  Members were t o  be 
employed i n  t h e  soc ie ty ' s  indus t r i e s  and a business manager was t o  be h i r e d  t o  
i n s t i t u t e  modern business methods and supervise a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the  corporation. 

This reorganized form is t h e  b a s i c  shape of the  Amana Society today. The Arnana 
Society, with very s t rong re l ig ious  roots ,  owns and produces many of t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  necess i t i e s  f o r  t h e  communities, and provides i t s  members with many 
spec ia l  benef i t s ,  while promoting individual  en te rp r i se  within a community 
which enj  oys great  economic success, excel lent  resources and a f i n e  reputat ion 
f o r  q u a l i t y  workmanship. 
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Bertha M. H. Shambaugh, I'Amana t h a t  Was and Amana t h a t  Is," Palimpsest 
(June, 1950). 

I tChris t ian Metz," Dict ionary of  American Biography XII, (New York, 1946) . 
The Amanas Today; Seven H i s t o r i c  Iowa Vi l lages ,  published by The Amana Socie ty ,  

1974. 

The Amana Colonies; New World Home o f  t h e  True I n s p i r a t i o n i s t s ,  published by 
The Amana Society,  1974. 
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The boundary o f  the  Amana Colonies National His to r i c  Landmark is  out l ined i n  
red  on t h e  accompanying map, "Amana Society Telephone Company Rural Map," 
dated February 1971. This is  the  boundary of the  26,000 acre  a rea  which t h e  
Amana Society owned by 1854, t h e  year when the  whole community was f i n a l l y  
s e t t l e d  i n  Iowa, and t h i s  has remained the  boundary of t h e  Amana Society t o  
t h e  present .  This area  includes t h e  seven v i l l ages  of East Amana, Amana, 
Middle Amana, High Amana, West Amana, South Amana and Homestead, which are  
located some dis tance  from each other  throughout t h e  t r a c t ,  surrounded with 
large  sect ions  of  land i n  timber and cu l t iva t ion .  

The rectangle,  p a r t  of which i s  located on both t h e  USGS Davenport, Iowa; 
I l l i n o i s  map and the  Des Moines, Iowa map, Iowa map, (sca le  1:250,000), 
indica tes  t h e  area  within which the  Arnana Colonies landmark is  located,  i n  
order t o  provide UTM coordinates f o r  t h e  s i t e .  The precise  boundary i s  out- 
l ined  on t h e  much more de ta i l ed  loca l  telephone company map, where the  
i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  of t h e  boundary can be seen because of the  l a rge r  sca le .  
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The following photographs taken by Blanche Higgins Schroer, His to r i c  S i t e s  Survey, 
National Park Service, May 23,  1975, accompany t h i s  repor t :  

1. Collect ion of barns on southeast  edge of East Amana. 

2 .  East Amana cemetery, i d e n t i c a l  i n  design t o  a l l  s i x  others--a qu ie t  t r a c t  on 
t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  surrounded by towering fir t r e e s ,  where a l l  headstones 
a r e  t h e  same i n  s t y l e  and members a re  buried i n  l i t t l e  rows, i n  chronological 
order  of  death. 

3. Large sandstone building,  an e a r l y  kitchen, i n  Amana. 

4. Former community laundry i n  Amana. 

5 .  View t o  t h e  e a s t  along t h e  main s t r e e t  of Amana, t h e  most commercialized 
and i n d u s t r i a l  of t h e  v i l l ages .  

6 .  Furniture company and shop, located i n  e a s t  sec t ion  of Amana. 

7. Woolen m i l l  and shop, located i n  t h e  eas te rn  sect ion o f  Amana. 

8. Cluster  o f  farm buildings on e a s t  edge of v i l l a g e  of Middle Amana. 

9 .  Large br ick  house with t r e l l i s  and porch i n  Middle Amana. 

10. View of s t r e e t  i n  Middle Amana.  

11. Brick church i n  Middle Amana. 

12. Community kitchen, now a museum, with typ ica l  t r e l l i s  on wall and garden, i n  
Middle Arnana. 

13. Middle Amana, former community ki tchen,  open as a museum. 

14. Old blacksmith shop, s t i l l  f i l l e d  with too l s ,  i n  High Amana. 

15. Old blacksmith shop i n  Middle Amana, now a museum. 

16. Remodeled Middle Amana house. 

(CONTINUED) 
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17. Modern housing along Rte. 220. 

18. E l e c t r i c  generators and water tower, next t o  group of o l d  farm buildings,  
on Rte. 220, j u s t  e a s t  of  Middle Amana. This s t r e t c h  of road probably has the  
most in t rus ions ,  i n  t h e  form of modern housing, school f a c i l i t i e s  not  i n  character  
with o lder  sec t ions  o f  t h e  colonies. 

19. Amana Refr igera tor  Plant  (not associated with the  Amana Society) located 
south of Middle Amana. 

20. Sandstone house on Rte. 220, near  High Amana. 

21. Large sandstone house, formerly community kitchen, i n  High Amana. 

22, Entering West Amana from t h e  southeast ,  

23. Sandstone s t o r e  i n  West Amana. 

24. West Amana, church constructed and gardens. 

25. View of South Amana and surrounding country, taken from t h e  north. 

26. View e a s t  of s i x  mile long m i l l  race, dug by hand i n  1860, from bridge north 
of  South Amana. 

27. South Amana, white frame barn, typ ica l  of s t y l e  found throughout t h e  colonies. 

28. Post o f f i c e  and ship,  South Amana. 

29, Old br ick  school house and gardens i n  South Amana. 

30. Brick church of South Amana. 

31. General s t o r e  i n  South Amana, one of severa l  g i f t  s t o r e s  and groceries 
s e l l i n g  Amana Products i n  t h e  colonies. 

uJ\ 
32. F i re  department a n d e h a r a c t e r i s t i c  gas s t a t i o n  on Rte. 149 i n  South Amana. 

33. Homestead, meat market. 

34. Sandstone church building,  and addit ion,  i n  Homestead. 

(CONTINUED) 
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35. Frame barn i n  Homestead. 

3 6 .  Brick school building,  with b e l l  tower, i n  Homestead. 
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